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1,500,000 souls out of a population of between
fifteen and twenty millions. But in this minority
were included about one-fourth of the lesser nobility,
the country gentlemen, and a smaller proportion of
the great nobles, the majority of the better sort of
townspeople in many of the most important towns,
such as Caen, Dieppe, Havre, Nantes, La Rochelle,
Nimes, Montpellier, Montauban, Chalons, Macon,
Lyons, Valence, Limoges and Grenoble, and an im-
portant minority in other places, such as Rouen,
Orleans, Bordeaux and Toulouse. The Protestants
were most numerous in the South-west, in Poitou,
in the Marche, Limousin, Angoumois and Pcrigord,
because in those districts, which were the scats of
long-established and flourishing manufactures, the
middle classes were most prosperous, intelligent and
educated.

It is doubtful whether the Catholics were not in a
large majority, even where the superior position,
intelligence and vigour of the Huguenots gave them
the upper hand. Only in some parts of the South-west
and of Dauphiny do the bulk of the population appear
to have been decidedly hostile to the old religion.

During the course of the Civil War the Protes-
tants came to be more and more concentrated in
certain parts of the country, as for instance between
the Garonne and the Loire. A scheme for the con-
version of this district into a Protestant republic was
discussed by the English Council as late as 1625.
Where they were not strong enough to hold their
own in arms the Huguenots were either compelled to
migrate or were butchered and extirpated.